Methodist

BIBLEE
MONTH &
30 days with James

— #BibleMonth =

Who is wise and

understanding amofic
you? Show by your {ut
life that your workSgtite
done with gentleﬁ 33
born of wisdom.

James 3:13




260 High Road, Loughton 1G10 1RB
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Loughton Methodist Church is a community which connects people to Jesus
Christ and each other by nurturing our faith and reaching out.

Loughton Methodist Church is one of the 12 Methodist Churches that form

the London (Forest) Circuit. We are one of 6000 Methodist Churches in
Britain committed to increasing theg ¢
and working for the good of all. We believe in a God of diversity and

creativity and seek to reflect that in our worship and membership which

ranges in age, background and opinion. Our premises are designed to serve

not only the congregation but the wider needs of Loughton.
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4th 9:00 am
10:30 am

11" 9:00 am

10:30 am
6:30 pm

18" 9:00 am
10:30 am
4:00 pm

25th  9:00 am
10:30 am

6:00 pm

2nd 9:00 am
10:30 am

9th 9:00 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

16th  9:00 am
10:30am

23rd  9:00 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm

30th 9:00 am
10:30 am
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June 2017

Early Morning Prayer Service led by Chris Beament
Morning Service led by Rev. Oseias da Silvaand
Charlotte McKernan

Early Morning Service with Communion led by

Rev. Oseias da Silva

Morning Service led by Mr Tom Donoghue

Circuit Diversity Service led by Rachel Lampard
Methodist Conference VicePresident

Early Morning Service led by Mrs Heather Hall
Communion Morning Service led by

Rev. Oseias da Silva

Messy Church with Mr Tom Donoghue

Early Morning Prayer Service led by Tracy Deacon
Morning Service led by Jenna Thorne and
Caroline Duke

Contemporary Evening Service

July 2017

Early Morning Prayer Service led by Chris Beament
Morning Service led by Rev Oseias da Silva

Early Morning Service with Communion led by
Rev. Oseias da Silva

Morning Servicei Local Arrangement
Contemporary Evening Service

Early Morning Service led by Mr Michael Hall
Communioni Morning Service led by
Rev. Oseias da Silva

Early Morning Prayer Service led Keith Aldred
Morning Service led Mr Michael Hall
Contemporary Evening Service

Early Morning Prayer Service led by Pam Michaelis
Morning Service led by Rev Femi ColeNjie



LONDON
DISTRICT

OF THE

METHODIST W
CHURCH

18 May 2017

Dear Friends

Wel come Service for Revd Dr Jongi kayeze
We wish to invite you (minister and )
of welcome for the Revd Dr Jongi kaya
one of our three District Chairs.
The service will be hell"dugust5.2B0IpMm atr
Central Hal | West mi nster, Storeyds Gz
available from 4. 30pm.

Jongikaya is currently a Minister in
wi || have particular pastor al over si
London, as well as sharing in the wic
For catering purposes, it would be he
many intend to come to the service fr
you contact Sam Redding in thealdDms$nhri
istration@methodistlondon. org. uk
While recognising the many competing
delighted i f you were able to join wi
With every good wish

Yours sincerely,

Revd Nigel Cowgill & Revd Michael a Y
District Chairs
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This Church certainly knows how to celebrate. Over the last weekend in
April we shared a very special birthday party to celebrate 30 years of the
current building.

0A Pearl Beyond Priced event celebrated t
activities and a very special Rededication service on Sunday led by Rev Dr Leslie
Griffiths (Baron Griffiths of Burry Port) who made a rare return visit.

After many months of planning the activities got underway on Monday 24 ™ April for a
week long exhibition charting the journey to build the new Church. There were
highlights of just some of the outreach work accomplished over time and people
reminisced about the last three decades

Then on Saturday we had a fabulous flower festival with creative exhibits from many
of the groups that use the premises. Pictures jogged memories and friendships
renewed as memorabilia flooded the years.

On Saturday evening an entertaining and uplifting concert featured local performers
Busters Band, the LMC choir, bell ringers and soloist Sabrina Altan, who worshipped
at LMC as a child.

The Sunday service was joyous as Oseias and Leslie lead us in an inspiring act of
worship. A full Church enjoyed the chosen hymns and one in particular, A Pearl
Beyond A Price, was specially written and composed for the service by Mary
Knapman. All this combined with a wonderful mix of live music and organ renditions
and there was even time to celebrate two baptisms: Isabel Grace Laws and Abigail
Emilia Moles.

During the service Rev Dr Leslie Griffit!l
memories are just as strong now as our vision was then. Congratulations as | launch
you into the next 30 years. o

Then we replicated that historic picture taken 30 years ago when we all stood outside
the Church on a cold February Sunday in 1986 to bid a fond farewell to the building.
This time we waved in celebration at what has been achieved in that building over
the last 30 years.

Then we enjoyed the warmth of the occasi (
for over 100 people. Celebrating 30 years was a team effort and sincere thanks to
everyone on the working group who helped make it happen.

Christine Baker, Chair of the 30 " Celebrations working party
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4 May 2017
Dear Christine
Just back home from Kent where we stayed with Colin and Laura Pearson
who very kindly took us wup"Anmversaoyught on f
celebrations.

And what a vibrant and inspiring time for us all. The committee team really

pulled out all the stops and for us four so much to remember and to
experience the pfruits of our | aboursy t
Outreach and the innovations for worship and witness give testimony to all

who have continued the vision and endeavours of those of the team and

congregation at the beginning of the rebuilding.

It was good to renew friendships and to hear of how much LMC has
weathered the years to continue to be a beacon for the Methodist Church.

I remember how when first built The chur
super mar ket but it soon became Prestoids
establishment of a place of worship and welcome and fellowship for all -a

focal point for the town.

Thank you for your invitation and information -we would not have wished to
miss the occasion.

Best wishes for the future,

Brian and Margaret Walker

Celebration
Keyrings
still available

Suggested donation £3
Available in the Church Office

Methodist

celebration

7 June 2017 The Grapevine



‘Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your-goed
life that your works aré done with gentleness born of wisdem'

W
VA 21 AL e D¢

Why a 6Bi ble Mont hd?

Many Christians struggle to find time to read the Bible. Some find it difficult to
know where to start, while others find it hard to interpret what they read.

Surveys show that biblical literacy i understanding what the Bible says and

how best to read it T is declining within the Church, as well as in wider

society.

And yet the Church continues to point
reading the Bible as a Omeans of gr ac
recognition of its importance, the Methodist Conference has repeatedly called

the wider Church to engage with Scripture more deeply. Learning to read the

Bible regularly and deeply is a task for all Christians.

What is Bible Month?

The Bible Month initiative offers an opportunity for churches and circuits to
immerse themselves in a biblical book over a calendar month, and so help
participants engage with Scripture more deeply for themselves. The distinct
feature of the Bible Month is drawing all within the Church to focus on a book
of the Bible, and to do so intensively over a four - week period.

Running Bible Month

Bible Month will run across the Connexion in June 2017, and will focus on the
letter of James.

June 2017 The Grapevine 8



Services:
June 4" i James 1 BIB I IE

June 11" 1 James 2

June 18" 1 James 3:171 4:12 MONTH

June 25" i James 4:137 5:20
July 2" Reflection/Conclusion 30 days with James

— #BibleMonth -———

2017

Bible Study:

There will be two sessions to choose from, Thursday morning 9:30-10.:30am
and Thursday evening 8-9.30pm on the following dates:

June 8", 15" 22" gand 29"

The sermons will provide an overview of the biblical book and explore key
themes within the letter, while the small group gatherings will give
participants an opportunity to engage more deeply with the biblical book, as
well as with Scripture more generally.

The Bible Month Team
Rev. Oseias Da Silva, Tom, Caroline, Chloe, Charlotte and Jenna

}“ ;' ’I |

lrauperry *
€A

M“; ”,'l
CHRISTIAN
DRAMA
RESOURCE
CENTRE

DATE ~ $AT 17TiCJUNE 17
TIME  3pM TO 5pM,

PLACE WESLEY'S CAFE@
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Christian Aid Week 2017

THANK YOU to everyone who helped or
contributed in any way, especially those who
braved pouring rain to collect house to
house and on the High Road

Christian Aid Week Final Total

House to House LMC collectors 1721.69

House to House St Mary's collectors 376.00

Woodford Station 200.79

Loughton Station 213.60

Loughton High Road 223.41

Donations 296.22

TOTAL 3031.71

Here is a brief note on onelomtermChr i st

support after Hurricane Matthew in Haiti.

Christian Aidods partner MISSEH ( Mi s s
distribute seeds and livestock to families so they can rebuild their livelihoods,
while cash grants from another partner VETERIMED will also help people who

lost fishing equipment, and reserves of food and seeds, to get back on their

feet.

Christian Aid wildl al so continue to L
doing since the earthquake struck Haiti in 2010. Following the earthquake,
Christian Aid built 700 specially designed earthquake resistant homes. These
houses survived the hurricane, with just one losing its roof. So even though

the families who live in them lost their farms and livelihoods when the storm

hit, they have at least been able to offer shelter to others who no longer have

a safe place to call home.

Keith Aldred
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WHITECHAPEL MISSION xarel g,

London 10k Run - Sunday 9th July 2017 §) N L d‘m
< A\, ©°
The Whitechapel Missionwould love to have people from < > S
LMC join the Mission team in the London 10k run on - f S
9 July. The Mission covers the cost of registration and 1% & - \es‘}
running vest (£50) and works with BT mydonate and i

Virgin Money Giving, making fundraising easier for runners.

If you would like to be a part of the team, please visit the Whitechapel
Mission website to register or phone Jenny on 020 7247 8280.

0 action for
children

raised

PALS Fundraising event

The PALS group have been given one of the charity stalls at the
Farmers Market on Sunday July 2nd.

Donations of quality, saleable goods much appreciated. Please contact
Fiona Beament.
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Melody Larg and Ann Jones (Kim Schofield was unable to attend) received an
impressive Certificate of Achievement at the Annual Meeting of the

Association for Church Editors held at Westminster Central Hall in London in
early May. The Awards Scheme forms ar
support for the outstanding work of volunteer editors of church magazines

across the country. The Awards cover the essential aspects of producing high
guality, interesting magazines for churches.

The presentation of the framed certificates followed a fascinating speech
entitled AThe Editorbs Gifto by Hel er
spoke about the editords purpose, st
reminded of the incredible value of church magazines to the congregation

and non-churchgoers alike. She showed how the magazine editor can help in
praising God for the opportunity He provides for magazines to remain

resourced and refreshed in spreading encouraging and challenging news into

the community. Ideas were shared for connecting evangelistic opportunities,

for dealing with the challenging realities of editing a magazine, and

remembering the value of the written and printed word in a world of online
communication.

Mel and Ann receiving the Methodist Churches who received awards
award from Helen Frewin

June 2017 The Grapevine 12



Ann and | had an enjoyable day out, not only because of the award but we
got to enjoy time together catching up and during our lunch we got to have a
look round the lovely building that is Westminster Central Hall, and of course
saying hello to Tony Miles, Femi and Jongi at the end of Synod.

| was really challenged by the question above that Helen asked and spoke

about at the Awards day. We are so busy every month chasing, collating
information and then like a puzzle making it fit and flow and to produce the
Grapevine on time and without too many mistakes. It is always a push and

there is always a big sigh at the end. Phew made it! | would really like to

slow things down and just take time to review The Grapevine and would like

some feedback from you. Do the articles that go in make sense? We often

ask 6Does anybody read the magazine?
as the software we use tells us but
Grapevine.

I think we too have been looking quite insular by just having the magazine
available on the Sunday, Welcome area and on the website and perhaps
there are more opportunities like libraries, Doctors rooms and various other
community places we could have the Grapevine which leads me back to the
guestion in the heading and the responsibility that holds.

We are good at advertising events, well, we are getting better, but | would
like to challenge you further in your reporting of the event. Firstly good
photos are a great help and secondly not only to write what happened but
what difference did that make? Get some quotes from people that attended.
If we are not making a difference then we are not moving forward.

My Dream Big would be having a team of people whose passion is getting

the word of God to the people in our community. | would love to grab those
people, young and old to use the gifts that God gave them, like

photographers, creative writers, proof readers to help make The Grapevine
relative to the people who pass by our glass building and also to let it be a
beacon shining Godés word in our comr

If you would like to be involved or if you have any comments or would like to
discuss further please contact us at Imcgrapevine@gmail.com

13 June 2017 The Grapevine



PALS Fundraising Project 2017 -
19

On the evening of Monday 24™ April a
few of us were privileged to meet up
with Liviu Balas from Romania, the
founder of the charity Ecce Homo
who was visiting Loughton briefly to
talk about his work. In particular he
shared with us the problems faced by
both children and the elderly. He told
us how, when the communist
government fell the aftermath was

not what people expected 1 instead of
freedom the country was plunged into
extreme poverty.

The original convoy of shoeboxes to
Romania was a response by Dave
Cooke and friends to the harrowing
pictures on TV of the children in
Romanian orphanages. However Liviu
said that the biggest problem now
was t he
parents had left them behind while
they went to work abroad. One
evening he was having a meal out
with a friend when a boy aged 9
came in trying to sell a wilted bunch
of flowers. Liviu asked him why he
was out doing this and he said he
needed money to buy a loaf of bread
for his brother and sister to eat while
he was at school. He told Liviu they
lived in a derelict house as their
mother had left them to go and work
in Italy. Liviu told the boy that if he

June 2017 The Grapevine

was telling the truth he would help
him, but he had to meet him in the
morning at 9 outside the house where
he said he lived to prove it was true.

The next morning the boy was there
and Liviu found a 5 and 3 year old
living with him in an abandoned
house alone. They were taken to one
of his family homes and all sent to
school where they did well.
Meanwhile Liviu traced their mother
and with some financial support they
were later reunited and lived together
as a family again. He told of another
13 year old boy and his brother who
had been left in a family home with a
neighbour keeping an eye out for
them while the mother worked away.
On one of her brief visits home to
bring gifts from her earnings the boy
angrily smashed up the present,

6abandoneds acyhiinl gd rheen 6d iwlhnobste wa

wanted his mum. He begged his mum
to stay but she said she was going
back the next day. She got up early to
leave and found the boy had hanged
himself.

The plight of the elderly is another
area where Ecce Homo intervenes,
and this is the work PALS group will
be supporting. Many elderly people
live in one room without enough
money to eat properly or keep
themselves warm. If they become ill

14



there is no money for medicines. If

you have not worked for a minimum
of 15 years in Romania you are not
entitled to any pension. Even if you

do receive one it is only around £15
a week. It is impossible to live.

One of Ecce
George was going to the farm run by
the charity to dig potatoes when he
saw an old man walking towards the
forest with a rope. He asked him
what he was doing and he told
George he was going to the forest to
hang himself as he had no food or
money and had only worked for 12
years with no hope of a pension.
George took him back to Ecce Homo
where he was given a job for 3 years
and at the end of it he was able to
get a pension.

There is only one state run home for
the elderly in Cluj and it has 130
people in it. There is a waiting list of
150. The people in the home are in
rooms sleeping 15 to 18 and apart
from their bed they have one small
cabinet. There is barely enough room
to walk round the beds.

Ecce Homo wants to open an old
peopl ebs home.
buil ding but it
requirementsé®o
one doesnot
in Bucharest which killed some young
people in a club, the new fire
regulations mean every new building
has to be approved but there are only
4 fire officers employed for a vast

area so the waiting list is ridiculous.
Also the regulations for the old
peoples home require it to have
separate rooms to keep different
foods in: one for meat, milk,
vegetables and eggs which means
less space for residents. However
Liviu refuses to give up. He is hoping
to use the buil di
open to the elderly, poor families and
children, to see if that will satisfy the
authorities.

ng

Ecce Homo own 10 hectares of land
on which they grow potatoes and
barley. The food is harvested and
distributed to the elderly or families in
need. They also run a garage, giving
employment to young people, and a

T h echarity shap gvhich reeeives donations
d ookgoodHto selbfrore upporterk ia

e Vv e nother booinirigsh

e i t h e rLiviu I8as manyeother fascinaingi ¢ f |

the state
stories to share, including the one of
his own miraculous healing in hospital
when he was severely injured in a car
crash aged 23 in which two other
people, including his brother, died.
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The communist doctor was reluctantly about the charity are available on the
forced to file his x-rays under bookstall for a donation to PALS.
6miracled, after bGhisarg | hawe bedn poiwlegeditoo t h €
senior doctor that they had not been  see for ourselves the difference this
switched! (Talk to us if you would like charity makes. Please support The

the full story!) PALS fundraising events and if you
would like to join the group, speak to
Liviu is a humble but inspiring one of our members.

Christian whose work with Ecce Homo
spanning 30 years has impacted
countless lives. Copies of his book

Methodist

real people making
a real difference

Coffee and Cake Evening
Loughton Methodist Church
260 High Road, Loughton 1G10 1RB

Thursday 8" June 7.30pm

=

Introduction - Teams4u Trustee
* Dave Cooke — Shoebox campaign 2016
* New Shoebox Video

* Questions

* Changes for 2017, Ages, Liquids, Countries.
* Questions

* Dennis Maclarry (Ugandan Health Worker) D\
* Develop With Dignity Video
* Questions

* Close

* Coffee and Cake!
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Ails not this the kin
chosen:

to loose the chains of injustice

and untie the cords of the yoke,

to set the oppressed free

and break every yoke?

Is it not to share your food with the hungry
and to provide the poor wanderer with
shelterd

when you see the naked, to clothe them,
and not to turn away from your own flesh
and blood?

Then your light will break forth like the
dawn,

and your healing will quickly appear;

then your righteousness [a] will go before you,

and the glory of the Lord will be your rear guard.

Then you will call, and the Lord will answer;

you wi || cry for help, and he will seé

In April, along with a group of people of all background and faiths, the
ASacred Activistso (Nicole and myself
Oinofyta refugee camp in Greece. We were blessed with the opportunity to
meet, serve and be served by some incredible people, who shared with us
their stories of pain, death, hope, and faith.

We saw first hand what Afghan and Pakistani refugees are faced with when
making the harrowing journey to Europe, the challenges they have faced in
the home countries and the multiple challenges they continue to face. We
offered what we could - painting, building, teaching in schools, running
workshops, helping to sort through donations, clothes and rations, but most
of all we did what we could to be present - to hear their stories and their
hearts, to share in the joy and pain - we were gracefully welcomed into their
homes to laugh, drink tea, cry, dance and pray.

The time | spent at Oinofyta was heart -breaking, earth-shattering, and
perspective-shifting. | am forever grateful to these people for sharing their
lives, homes, stories and strength with us. They did not have to welcome us,
but they did. In the midst of their oppressions, mourning, and pain there was
hope, love and joy.
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| have been given another gift: their faces, their stories, their pain and hope.
God says time and time again He is with those who are poor, mourning,
oppressed and persecuted. And He is with the people who are with those

peopl e. Ails not this the kind of fast
i njust indTdhzd &ou will call and the Lol
I  Amo.

As Sacred Activists, our hope is to "make a difference" in the world, but truly
the people we met made a difference in us. By taking some of this back with
me, | will do my utmost to always remember, continue to share their stories,
and do all | can to restore dignity, grace, love and truth into what is seen as
a "hopeless" situation back home.

You can learn a more about Do Your Part the small NGO doing incredible
things in Oinofyta at www.doyourpart.org .

Much Love,
Jenna

Ilﬂl l.n._
___E -lll’ﬂll l
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http://www.doyourpart.org

missiondirect

. . . . Volunteers helping the world’s poor
The time is rapidly coming when | shall

make the trek to Mutare again. This year

will see the building of Grade 5 classrooms. The school is using all its

classrooms and has made preparations for the building team by laying the
foundations.

However, buildings are only a part of the whole school. Since Mission Direct

only builds the classrooms, the teachers have been slipping through the mud

to get from one block to another all through the rainy season. They

desperately need paving around the school for safe access to different
classrooms. | have saved enough to pay for this, so this will be a major

project for this year.

The Deputy Head has a wish list of resources that she would like me to bring.
Last year, | took a | arge format ver s
read it to her class. This year, she has asked for 3 more copies- so that was a

hit! She has asked me to deliver two workshops to the whole staff - Phonics

and Dyslexia Awareness. So | am helping to build the school in more ways

than one.

Here is Lydiabs | ist. I f you feel yol
list, there will be a box in the welcome area for collections.

Posters with and without print ( different year groups)

Phonics posters

play dough

jigsaw puzzles for little ones( 5-6 years)

wax pencils

pencils

Bible story pictures

skipping ropes

plastic or wooden sets of numbers

marker pens

I would like to give her new equipment, but good quality, as good as new,
second hand would be fine.

Going on holiday to a place using dollars? Got those one dollar notes kicking
around the house? | can use them! | will take them with me and use them to
buy posters in Mutare.

As always, thank you for your ongoing support. Jill Geddes
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